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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
 ) 
In the Matter of ) 
 ) 
Wireless E911 Location Accuracy Requirements ) PS Docket No. 07-114 
 ) 
Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure  ) CC Docket No. 94-102 
Compatibility with Enhanced 911 Emergency ) 
Calling Systems ) 
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Association of Public-Safety Communications  ) 
Officials-International, Inc. Request for  ) 
Declaratory Ruling ) 
 ) 
911 Requirements for IP-Enabled Service  ) WC Docket No. 05-196 
Providers ) 
 ) 

 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF TRUEPOSITION, INC. 
 
 

TruePosition, Inc., hereby responds to the comments filed in the second phase of the 

above-captioned Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“Notice”) addressing important issues of E911 

accuracy.1  TruePosition is a leading provider of wireless location solutions and technology.  Its 

Uplink Time Difference of Arrival (“U-TDOA”) system is the principal network-based location 

technology deployed in the United States. 

While virtually all commenters offer support for the Commission’s goal of improving 

location accuracy for consumers of wireless services, some commenters temper that support by 

taking a position that would thwart the implementation of any improvements until such time as 

location technology works perfectly in every conceivable situation.  Specifically, these 

                                                 
1  Wireless E911 Location Accuracy Requirements, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 22 FCC Rcd 10604 

(2007) (“Notice”). 
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commenters seem to suggest that, because no existing or anticipated technology would achieve 

the Commission’s accuracy standards in every case, the Commission cannot require any 

improvements in the existing location accuracy standards.2  TruePosition anticipated this 

argument in its initial comments, but the point bears repeating:  while it undoubtedly is true that 

existing and anticipated technologies will not work in every case, it also is irrelevant.  Regardless 

of whether perfection is achievable, it is not, and should not be understood to be, the 

Commission’s true aim in this, or any other, proceeding.  As the Commission said in initiating 

the Notice, “[a]t its core, the goal of our E911 rules is to provide meaningful automatic location 

identification information that permits first responders to render aid, regardless of the technology 

or platform employed.”3  From the perspective of public policy, in this case as well as others, the 

issue is whether changes in requirements will produce material improvements, weighing relevant 

costs against relevant benefits. 

In this case, there is a very substantial basis for the conclusion that improvements are 

achievable.  First, it is clear that improvements in location accuracy are available with existing 

technology.  The data presented in TruePosition’s comments were drawn from actual products 

properly deployed, maintained, and used in the field.  They show that “there are concrete 

measures that carriers can be taking now to improve location, and that PSAP-level compliance is 

technologically feasible today in many cases, requiring only the investment of additional 

financial resources.”4  Second, as TruePosition outlined in its comments, the implementation of a 

                                                 
2  See, e.g., T-Mobile Comments at 11; Sprint Nextel Comments at 11. 

3  Notice ¶ 6. 

4  Wireless E911 Location Accuracy Requirements; Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure 
Compatibility with Enhanced 911 Emergency Calling Systems; Association of Public-Safety 
Communications Officials-International, Inc. Request for Declaratory Ruling; 911 Requirements for IP-
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hybrid U-TDOA + A-GPS technology would improve wireless E911 location estimates received 

by PSAPs beyond what each technology can accomplish on its own.  The initial comments do 

not dispute TruePosition’s conclusion that the design and implementation of this type of hybrid 

technology does not involve a significant degree of developmental risk.  TruePosition’s analysis 

of alternatives indicates that no other available technological approach is likely to meet PSAP-

level accuracy requirements in the vast majority of cases. 

Whether these improvements warrant the necessary investment is the principal policy 

judgment the Commission must make.  The actual implementation of improved accuracy 

requirements inevitably will raise issues, given the very wide variety of relevant circumstances 

found among PSAPs and carriers.  In seeking to encourage practical improvements in location 

accuracy, however, the Commission should not allow itself to be distracted by implicit claims 

that the proper standard is perfection rather than material improvement. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 /s/ Philip L. Verveer  
Michael Amarosa 
TRUEPOSITION, INC. 
1000 Chesterbrook Blvd. 
Berwyn, Pennsylvania  19312 
 

Philip L. Verveer 
Daniel K. Alvarez 
WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER LLP 
1875 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20006-1238 
 

 Counsel for TruePosition, Inc. 
 

September 18, 2007 

 
                                                                                                                                                             

Enabled Service Providers, PS Dkt No. 07-114, CC Dkt No. 94-102, WC Dkt No. 05-196, Report and 
Order, Statement of Chairman Kevin J. Martin (rel. Sept. 11, 2007). 
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